[bookmark: _9r0iyi6yfcu]BLOOMINGTON UNITED SOCCER CLUB
[bookmark: _lkg3i9uei620]2026–27 Tryouts & Team Formation FAQ
[bookmark: _xpwim4qmzi7z]1. Are tryouts required?
Yes. In addition to being mandated by the Twin Cities Soccer League (TCSL), tryouts are vital for evaluating player development and ensuring every individual is placed on a team that best matches their skill level. We strongly encourage full attendance to ensure the most accurate placement.
[bookmark: _pch0ngyi1772]2. What if my player cannot attend the tryout dates, or only wants to play in the Spring?
· Absences: If your player has an unavoidable conflict, you must still register them for tryouts to signal your intent to play at Bloomington United next season. For players unable to attend, we will utilize their end-of-season evaluations from Fall 2025 or Spring 2026 (whichever is later) to determine placement.
· Spring-Only Players: Players who intend to participate only in the Spring 2027 season are still required to register for and attend these July tryouts.
[bookmark: _vca97j105o7e]
[bookmark: _m4685zqxwjtm]3. What is this "Grade Year" age group change?
US Soccer is transitioning back to a "grade year" age group format nationwide. Moving away from the strict birth-year system, team cutoffs will now align directly with school grades utilizing an August 1st cutoff.
Because of this system-wide shift, previous rosters will likely look quite different, and there is no guarantee that players will remain with the exact same group of teammates as last year.
Please reference the chart below to find your player's correct division for the 2026–27 soccer year:
	Age Group
	Birth Date Range
	Typical School Grade

	U9
	Aug 1, 2017 – July 31, 2018
	3rd

	U10
	Aug 1, 2016 – July 31, 2017
	4th

	U11
	Aug 1, 2015 – July 31, 2016
	5th

	U12
	Aug 1, 2014 – July 31, 2015
	6th

	U13
	Aug 1, 2013 – July 31, 2014
	7th

	U14
	Aug 1, 2012 – July 31, 2013
	8th

	U15
	Aug 1, 2011 – July 31, 2012
	9th

	U16
	Aug 1, 2010 – July 31, 2011
	10th

	U17
	Aug 1, 2009 – July 31, 2010
	11th

	U18
	Aug 1, 2008 – July 31, 2009
	12th

	U19
	Aug 1, 2007 – July 31, 2008
	1st year college



[bookmark: _ualw3iog6h7s]
[bookmark: _an2zhsbkrzw5]4. What if my player wants to try out or play with an older age group?
· Academic Exceptions (August/September Birthdays): If your child has an August or September birthday and is placed academically with the next grade up (e.g., a U14-aged player who is in the same grade as U15 players), they should indicate this in their tryout registration and attend the tryout sessions for that older age group so they can be evaluated to play alongside their classmates. They are also welcome to play at the correct age level if they prefer to do so. Bloomington United will make every effort to accommodate these requests.
· “Playing Up" (Play-Up Petitions): Players can petition to try out for an older age group. This play-up request must be submitted at the time of tryout registration. Players pursuing this path must attend both tryout sessions for their true age group, and they are also required to attend at least one tryout session with the older age group they hope to join. Please review our Team Formation Policy for more details on “Playing Up” determinations.
[bookmark: _zf8jvrp2wmxv]
[bookmark: _ri8hh7tewym7]5. What if my player is older than most of their classmates or started school late?
[bookmark: _3qra6fpcaoq1]Under the new US Soccer "grade year" guidelines, team cutoffs are strictly determined by a player’s birth date using an August 1st cutoff, rather than their academic school grade.
[bookmark: _b1b07qxifssp]
· [bookmark: _c4o2u8nyxizo]Playing with an Older Grade: If your child is older for their grade (for example, a 7th grader born in July who started school at age 6 vs 5), their birth date will place them in the older division—in this case, U14, where the majority of players are in the 8th grade. Because teams are grouped by birth date ranges, players must play in the division mandated by their birth date.
· [bookmark: _g0mzw7ydyito]Important Note for U15 8th Graders (Fall Season): If your child is an 8th grader but falls into the U15 division based on their birth date, please be aware of a specific calendar conflict for the fall season. Because the vast majority of U15 players are 9th graders playing high school soccer in the autumn, Bloomington United will not field a club team for this division during the fall. If your child is affected by this, they will not have a competitive club team to play on in the fall, but they will fully rejoin the club for winter training and the Spring competitive season.
[bookmark: _bd8oeghm1oz]
[bookmark: _10e0p9wh7noo]6. How are teams formed and structured?
Team placement decisions are determined by ongoing coach evaluations, tryout performances, positional requirements, roster caps, and overall pool dynamics.
Our competitive levels vary by age tier to match developmental needs:
· U9 & U10 (Balanced Approach): Tryouts are strictly evaluative to gauge the overall pool size and skill depth. We create balanced rosters rather than tiered flights to foster low-pressure player development. Rosters can adjust between the fall and spring seasons.
· U11 (Seasonal Flexibility): All teams operate on an a la carte / seasonal registration model built to flexibly support multi-sport athletes.
· U12–U19 (Tiered Performance Levels): 
· TCSL Cities / State: Uses an a la carte, seasonal registration structure built for families needing flexibility.
· TCSL Regional / NPL: These tiers require a year-round registration commitment with heightened training and travel expectations.
· *Higher level State teams may require year-round registration. We will communicate this when families are notified of team formation decisions.
Additional information can be found in our Team Formation Policy here.
[bookmark: _885ycbqesvkm]7. Is everyone guaranteed a spot on a team?
As a community-based soccer club, Bloomington United makes every possible effort to place all registered players on one of our competitive teams. Unfortunately, there are instances where roster caps or total registration numbers mean we do not have a viable team space for every player. If we are unable to place your player on a roster, we will gladly provide assistance to help you find another local club or organization so your child can continue playing soccer.
[bookmark: _7tyrdybs1bkl]8. When will we receive results, and how long do we have to accept?
Roster invitations will be distributed electronically through PlayMetrics as quickly as possible following the conclusion of evaluations.
To secure your roster spot, families must formally accept the invitation and pay at least the initial deposit/payment within 48 hours of receiving the offer. Because delayed responses stall the selection process for entire age groups, if an offer is not accepted within 48 hours, we will assume you have declined the spot. After this deadline passes, we cannot guarantee that the spot will remain available.
[bookmark: _qo1eugtudxt1]9. Can a team roster change after I accept my roster spot?
Yes. Final team rosters remain dynamic and may adjust depending on overall player acceptance rates. If an unexpected number of players decline their spots, the club may need to reform or consolidate teams to ensure there are enough players to field a functional roster.
Please note that when you accept an invitation, you are accepting a spot with Bloomington United Soccer Club as a whole, meaning families remain committed to playing with the club even if a roster must be reformed. While team consolidation is not something that happens frequently, it remains a possibility since we cannot predict exact acceptance rates in advance.
[bookmark: _bxktysacold6]10. Can I see who else is on the team or who is coaching before I accept?
To protect player privacy and because rosters dynamically shift as invitations are accepted or declined, we cannot share player rosters prior to confirmation. However, if a coaching assignment has been finalized for that specific team, the name of the coach will be shared directly in your offer letter.
[bookmark: _jkfvj0t5pvck]11. Do we need to buy new uniforms this year?
Yes. The 2026–27 season marks the launch of a mandatory new uniform and kit cycle for all Bloomington United competitive players. The estimated cost for the complete kit is between $120 and $150. Once your tryout registration and placement are finalized, you will receive a customized ordering link to order your kit from Soccer.com.
[bookmark: _pzwf7srywxie]12. What are the 2026-27 Fees**?
More details regarding season fees, payment schedules, and financial information can be found here.
[bookmark: _soeh1yinsfoo]

